Church in the Round Design Team

Thank you for accepting the invitation from Bishop Greg Rickel and the vestry of St. Andrew’s Church to take part in a group of people whose charge is to recommend to them a design for a new Episcopal-sponsored ministry for the Lake City neighborhood of Seattle to operate out of the old St. George’s Chapel. The working title for this project is “Church in the Round” (when you visit the building you will know where the name came from).

Our group is to assure the continued hosting of four existing ministries: the Little Nest Preschool, the Stop, Drop and Roll Feeding Program, two AA meetings and the Community of the Paraclete (descriptions of each of these programs can be found below). Beyond this minimum responsibility, our group is to engage the surrounding community and invite into the space other programs and ministries that will serve identified needs and support community development. We will also suggest new programs and ministries, including worship opportunities, based on identified needs and resources. 

Through it all Bishop Rickel has asked that we be mindful of two groups in our community; those who are marginalized in our society (not viewing them as victims but as resources for our community) and young adults who might want to be involved in the future of this new kind of mission.
The process we will use will involve prayer, interviews and sharing of our own dreams and ideas. It is outlined below along with the expected outcomes and a description of the partnerships that will be explored in launching Church in the Round.
Process

For eight Mondays beginning Oct. 3, 2011, our group will meet for prayer at 6:30 p.m. and then for a two-hour session. Each session will follow the same format:

a. Clarification and Sharing

b. Report back on Needs/Issues/resources that have arisen from interviews and other sources in the past week

c. Design Session

At the first session, we will train in a participant-observer interview method that will include conducting sample interviews with one another. Between sessions, pairs of design team members will conduct interviews with a sampling of neighborhood residents. Teams will also be assigned targeted interviews with existing ministries or programs as well as with groups who have expressed an interest in using the church space for their work. In the early sessions, the emphasis will be on gathering rich information and inspiration with the final two sessions focusing in on the actual design recommendations we hope to offer.
Your commitment entails participation in at least six of the eight Monday sessions, the conducting of 5-10 interviews and participation in the final shaping of the recommendation to the bishop and St. Andrew’s vestry. You are also asked to keep the people of Lake City and fellow members of the design team in your prayers during this period.

Outcome

The outcome of our efforts will be a vision of a flow and practice for Church in the Round that can run for at least the next three years with a means to maintain and enrich this vision. The concept of Partnership will be key to this vision.
Partnership

No group “rents” space at Church in the Round. Each organization living out its mission recognizes its partnership with the host church in serving the community. It is helpful to differentiate between Neighborhood Partners, who use common spaces and Resident Partners, who have secured spaces at the church for their exclusive use.

As we begin, we inherit the following Partners:

Resident Partners
The Little Nest Preschool – They have exclusive use of the lower office level and one storage room in the Parish Hall.
The Community of the Paraclete – They have exclusive use of the one storage room in the Parish Hall and are hosts of the St. Stephen’s Priory Chapel off the Parish Hall. They are also a Neighborhood Partner which holds a monthly meal and worship service in the Parish Hall on the third Friday of the month.
Neighborhood Partners
Stop, Drop and Roll Feeding Program – They use the Parish Hall on Sunday afternoons from 4-7 p.m. to provide a free hot meal for people in the neighborhood with food provided on a rotating basis by five different churches.

3rd Sunday Lunch Program – They use the Parish Hall on the third Sunday of the month to offer a free lunch at 1 p.m. The ministers supporting this effort are former members of St. George’s Episcopal Church.

Young Adult AA meeting – They use the Parish Hall on Monday evenings from 7 – 9 p.m.

Tuesday Night AA meeting – They use the Parish Hall on Tuesday evenings from 7-9 p.m.

Greater Seattle Cares – This organization provides material support to the SHARE sponsored Tent City 3. They occasionally use the building for meetings.

Temporary Partners

These two groups have asked to use space for their ministries this fall and to engage our design process about future partnership opportunities.

Fiji Bible Alliance Church – This small Fiji-Islander congregation uses the Worship Space on Sundays from 9:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
St. Brigid’s Circle – This Christian/Celtic worship community uses the Worship Space on the last Sunday of the month from 4 to 7 p.m.

Potential Partners

These groups have expressed interest in using space in the future.

Rite of Passage Journeys – This not-for-profit sponsors ritual wilderness experiences and other activities for youth and young adults.
Tent City 3 – This homeless encampment has been hosted by St. George’s Episcopal Church in the past and would like to return in the future.

Union Gospel Mission – This homelessness agency is seeking space for a temporary winter shelter for four months over the 2011-12 winter.

Thank you so much for taking part in the Church in the Round Design Team.
