Church in the Round 

Interviews

We will divide into teams of two with each team conducting several interviews in the community. These will be of two kinds. 
Neighborhood interviews

Each team is asked to have three conversations with residents of Lake City bounded by 15th Ave NE on the East, NE 145th St on the North and NE 110th Ave. These can be arranged in any number of ways. You can make random contacts on the streets and in the neighborhoods or at local businesses or gathering areas such as the library or farmer’s market. You can target a particular area and drop a door hanger and have those interested call you. You can use the St. Andrew’s directory and talk with members of the church who live in the area. Or come up with your own creative way to meet three neighbors. These interviews should take place in the first three weeks of our design period.
Assigned interviews

At our Monday sessions, we will develop a list of assigned interviews. These will include 

1. Our present Neighborhood and Resident Partners.

2. Resource people and programs that we identify based on the themes that begin to emerge.

3. Potential new Neighborhood and Resident Partners.

These interviews begin right away and continue until the seventh week of our design period.

Interview Protocol

These qualitative interviews are meant to gather rich information about the hopes, dreams and fears people associated with the Lake City neighborhood have for their communities. We are participants as well as observers in this process (participant-observer) because our hopes, dreams and fears are part of the rich data we seek. We are not trying to be objective. Instead as subjects ourselves, we are seeking a vision for the Church in the Round that also taps into our energy and passion. Not all of us will continue to be physically active in this new ministry, but all of us will be at least committed prayer partners for the first two years to come of this new work.
The interview format for neighbors is three simple questions:

1. What are your dreams for your neighborhood?

2. What are your fears for your neighborhood?

3. What could a church community center at 125th St. and 22 Ave. do (provide, host) to assuage your fears and help our community live into our dreams?

What you will capture from these interviews are stories that will help us identify issues and themes that will inform our choice of new partners and which programs and ministries we might wish to develop ourselves.

The interview format for our existing partners and potential partners is very similar.

1. What are your dreams for your organization?

2. What are your fears for your organization?

3. How can being a part of the Church in the Round partnership assuage your fears and help your organization live into its dreams?

The resource interview has no set format. These will be informational interviews that will lead us to potential partners and provide data for any new ministries we propose to begin.

