Sharing Our Stories, Sharing Our Vision

Appreciative Inquiry at St. Mary’s April 15, 2007

Themes
These themes were identified during interviews of St. Mary’s members and friends, representing our best stories, values, and wishes:   

· Social Justice

· Learning opportunities and small group activities

· Congregational growth

· Our church buildings

· Worshipping together

· Prophetic Voice

· Radical welcome and diversity

· Expanding service to the community

· Sacraments in the church

· Soup kitchen

· Choir, church music, and choir director Janet

· Commitment of the minister/clergy

· Evangelism and outreach

Provocative Propositions

These are statements about our desired future, written in the present tense to encourage us to live into them.  

Social Justice and Prophetic Voice
What does the Lord require of you?  To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.   Micah 6:8
Learning and Groups 
1. St. Mary’s is a church seeking wisdom together in all our diversity. 

2. We are learning and teaching ourselves into being church together through varieties of worship. 

3. We are inviting people to join us in a deeper Faith and clarity of direction.
 

Congregational Growth 
St. Mary’s is a vibrant, growing community of faith, with deep roots and broad outreach, open to a diversity of faith backgrounds, to support and challenge a diverse community.
 

Building

Our Time, Talent, Treasure, Teaching and Technology Together in the Temples of Our Spirits.
Worshipping Together 
St. Mary’s mission grows from our worship, nourished by the Holy Eucharist and the Gospel in the words of the Bible. How much more authentic reverence will we contribute to our community and our world if we include more quiet and peace in our worship?
 

Radical Welcome and Diversity 
Embracing and celebrating the blessings of diversity in God's kingdom
Expanding Service to the Community 
As the sun’s light expands, St. Mary’s expands by extending its great ministries to provide nourishment and sustenance to the Harlem community. St. Mary’s provides funding and space for the homeless; meals on wheels; mentoring programs for youth, and creating and preparing care packages for students and incarcerated individuals. St. Mary’s acts as a catalyst in Harlem by reaching out through its practical application of the Gospel message.
 
